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On June 20, 2012, Chazmond (Chaz) Lawrence Miles, age 23, of Irvington, NJ, sacrificed his own life to save the lives of three children. 
Chaz and his two younger siblings, Haran (“Ra Ra”) and Malasia, were swimming at Asbury Park, NJ, that day when a ferocious rip tide came in. Two little girls from another family were struggling and Chaz carried each of them out of the water, one at a time. His brother yelled to him that Malasia was being pulled out to sea. Chaz jumped back in the water and dove under to support her beneath the waves. He gave her a final push towards the small boat that rescued her from the violent surf. That was the last time anyone saw Chaz.  His body was missing for a day and a half. 
Chaz’s mother, Michelle Benicourt, did not have enough money for his funeral. Michelle and her family had been homeless in 2007. They stayed with us for a short time, before moving back to an apartment in Irvington. Five years later, Michelle knew she could call Family Promise for assistance with Chaz’s funeral.  After receiving her call, the request went out to the 51 congregations in the network. 10 congregations and 45 individuals contributed the money needed for a funeral that was befitting of this young hero.
Twelve days after his death, the funeral of Chazmond Lawrence Miles was held at the Christian Love Baptist Church in Irvington, NJ at 12:00 noon, officiated by the Rev. Ron Christian. Many people spoke about Chaz that day. His former high school principal from Essex High School in Passaic talked about how Chaz was “one of those kids that you could always depend on- could help you with different situations that came up.” Chaz graduated with honors and received the Phoenix Award for Most Outstanding Academic and Personal Growth, which is the highest achievement award given.  Reverend Michael Bethune, the Pastor of Covenant House in Newark, a homeless shelter for youth, spoke about what a great kid he was and how he completed the “Rights of Passage” program at Covenant House. A dinner was held on June 28th, 2012, by Covenant House, in memory of Chaz, with the proceeds supporting scholarships for the “Rights of Passage” program.
Rev. Christian spoke eloquently and passionately about the fact that Chaz gave his own life so that others could live. The minister remarked about how last year 200 African American men under the age of 30 died in their city. To distinguish Chaz as a hero is not to diminish the deaths of any of those young men. The difference was the glow of pride in his mother’s tearful face.  “It could have been much worse,” said his mother, “we could have lost all four children.”
Chaz jumped into the water that day and his heart was surely pounding. You are one of the many Hunterdon County residents who belong to the Family Promise network and heard his mother’s plea and jumped in to help her. The death of this young Irvington hero touched many Hunterdon hearts. Thank you for being one of them and we thank you for your donation.  As stewards of this fund, we received $400 more than was needed for the funeral and we made the decision to use this money for swimming lessons for all of our children currently in the shelter, in memory of Chaz.
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